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The most erotic lovers are often incapable of'maintaining a har-
monious relationship under prosaic, humdrum conditions, because
for them love is possible only as an ecstasy of admiration and of
being constantly desired. It is hard to satisfy this narcissistic need in
the grind of everyday life. Strongly erotic women refuse to engage in
marriages involving a prosaic life, if their social position enables them
to do so, or they have different partners in rapid succession (artists,
etc.). Women with strong social conscience and great erotic longings
break up an erotically unsatisfactory relation in a different manner:
they invent a special ideology for the purpose and declare that a
sexual companionship that lacks the intensity of erotic experience
that they demand is immoral and must therefore be given up. The
same type of women, when they fall into a conflict between their
maternal duties and their erotic longings, usually take the rationa-
lizing attitude that it is better for the children to have their parents
separated than to live in a "cold, loveless" atmosphere.

In some corner of her heart, every woman has a masochistic need
to experience the torments of longing and the sufferings that deep
love can bring. In the same recess there is a narcissistic wish for
great proofs of the partner's love and readiness for self-sacrifice.
When Edward of England broadcast to the world that he had given
up his throne for "the woman I love/5 his words aroused a curious
and unforgettable echo in the hearts of many women between 16 and
60 years of age. This profession of love awakened in them the longing
"to be loved." What really moved them was the king's announce-
ment of the sacrifice he was willing to make for the sake of his beloved.
The erotic woman wants to have a throne and a crown at her
feet, even if her lover does not possess them. "But if he had
them ..."

We have said that the woman's choice of a love object and her
attitude toward it are also determined by the manner in which she
coped with her old emotional ties, and by the motherly component
in her psyche. Our two types choose one of two models: the over-
estimated man, very active and masculine, after the pattern of the
idealized father, and the promising young man who needs to have
the woman identify herself with him in order to develop his self-
confidence. The latter choice is usually conditioned by the motherly
component of feminine eroticism. One thing, however, must be
stressed here: the more masochistic (in the feminine sense of the term)
the woman's instinctual tendencies, the farther removed is her erotic
ideal from the man who needs help or is sick. If the woman's
unconscious instinctually conditioned masochistic attitude coincides